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Grants 
 
Rona & Bud Johnstons daughter 
Camas received a grant from SMOC 
Camas was very excited to get the 
grant and spent more than a month 
writing it herself as part of a home 
school project.  The grant covers 
expenses for Camas to take privet 
painting lesson from Tammy Grubs. 
Tammy is the wonderful young lady 
who helped out last year at the 
gathering painting tipis.  She also 
painted the murals in the Calumet. 
 
Good job Camas! 
 
 
 
Gathering 
 
Will be held July 20-24th 2016 
For those of you with internet 
access the schedule of events can be 
found at www.pipekeepers.org click 
on the link for the gathering and 
then put in the password (sacred) 
This link is for members and anyone 
they invite to the gathering just do 
not post the password publicly on 
facebook or on a poster. 
 
Schedule Wed July 20 2016 
Talking Circle 
Pipemaking Workshop 
Sweat Lodge 7pm Garretson SD 

Schedule Thursday July 21 2016 

Talking Circle 
Pipemaking Workshop 
Feast for Pipes 6pm 
 
Please bring your stories and pipes 
you will have an opportunity to 
share stories about how your pipe 
has changed your life or the life of 
others.  Please bring healthy food to 
share with others this is a talking, 
eating and sharing circle we can't 
wait for you to come. Sharing is not 
a requirement.  .  Everyone is 
invited you do not need to own or 
pray with a pipe 

Schedule Friday July 22 2016 

Keepers Meeting 12pm 
Trading Circle    3pm 
Sweat Lodge  by Jim Tree    7pm 

Sat & Sun July 23&24th 2016 

See the schedule on the web site 
under Heritage Fest these event are 
open and advertised to the public. 

 
Sunday 9am meet at the 3 Maidens 
for prayers and walking the 
quarries.  Feel free to bring your 
pipe to touch back to the place 
where it was birthed. 

Pipestone Heritage Fest 
 

July 22-23 & 24th 2016 

Friday 4pm-7pm  Saturday 9am-
7pm Sunday 10am-3:pm 

400 N Hiawatha Ave Pipestone MN. 
 

Keepers, Pipestone Active Living, 
Love of the Land Rendezvous and 
Pipestone community is working 
together to promote an event in 

Pipestone that embraces the local 
people, culture and history. 

The Event 
Join us for various art workshops, 
explore a primitive camp at the 
Rendezvous, explore fun activities 
for the kids and the kids at heart or 
just watch the various artists. 
 
Friday    

5pm        Talking circle 
6pm        Tomahawk throw 
                  Coloring contest 
                  Hoop Catch 
                  Stick game 
Saturday 9am 

 Flint Knapping 
 Hide Tanning 

 10am     Coloring contest 
                 Hoop Catch 
                 Stick game 
                 Pipemaking class 

11am      Tomahawk Throw 
                  Drumming 
                  Bead necklace 

12pm      Scavenger Hunt 
                  Pipestone carving 
                  Flutemaking 

1pm        Dream catchers 
                  Spinning wool 

2pm        Bead necklace 
                  Quillwork  

3pm      Knife Throw 
               Talking circle 
4pm      set up cook off 

 5-7 pm Food cook off 

Note to members you have 

access to old newsletter on 

the web site 

www.pipekeepers.org click 

the link for members use the 

password to get 

access. We will be changing 

the password in every 

newsletter. 

http://www.pipekeepers.org/
http://www.pipekeepers.org/
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Workshops & Activities and Cost 
 
Hide Tanning                  Free 
Pottery Animals                        Free 
Coloring contest all ages        Free 
Scavenger Hunt                        Free 
Tomahawk Throw                   Free 
Knife Throw                              Free 
Stick Game                                 Free 
Hoop catch                                 Free 
Talking Circle                            Free 
Native Drumming & singing Free 
Spinning wool into yarn         Free 
Scavenger Hunt                        Free 
Flintnapper (arrowheads)    Free 
Bow Making   ? 
 
Pipestone Carving pendants $3. 

Beaded necklace or bracelet $3. 
Make a dreamcatcher              $3. 
Flute making                            $20.      
Quillwork Medicine Wheel   $20. 
Carving pipes                       ? $35. 
Beading Rosettes                     ? 
   
Workshops will fill up fast please 
call or email and register for the 
class of your choice if you want to 
be sure of space.  Times for classes 
to be posted by July 1st 
 
Native Food & 
Dutch Oven Cook Off 
Cost to enter $10.00 
Cost to Taste Dishes $5.00 and a few 
dollar bills to vote for your favorite 
dish. This is not required but why 
we charge so little to eat. 
Prizes Given For 
Best Native Food Contemporary 
Best Traditional Native food 
Best Dutch Oven dish 
Best Dutch Oven Dessert 
Most popular dish 
This is a fun event for all people to 
get together and share cultural and 
historically prepared foods.  You can 
cook a yummy dish in a Dutch oven 
or prepare a traditionally Native 
food? Please come share it with us 
you could even win a prize. 
If you love to eat come spend your 
evening with us taste the many 
dishes and vote for your 
favorite.  You will go away full and 
happily satisfied. 

 
Rule are simple 
1. You must make your dish from 
scratch  
2. Make enough to provide tastes for 
a large number of people. 
3. Bring written recipe and story 
about your dish.  Tell us how your 
dish is a traditional Native dish if 
hoping to win that category or what 
makes your recipe special. 
4. If entering under Dutch oven 
category your dish must be cooked 
in a Dutch oven. 
5. Decorate your space and yourself 
(your cloths can say a lot about your 
dish) when sharing your special 
dish and bring a mayo jar with you 
recipe name on it for votes. 

Gift Shop and Gallery 
Remember that your actions each 
day impact everyone. Buying from 
artist and non-profits you support 
benefits them and you.  We have 
choices, make the best of them.  
Purchases from our store help 
support our programs and the 
gathering. 

www.pipekeepers.org 
 
"Sell a country? Why not sell the air, 
the great sea, as well as the Earth? 
Did not the Great Spirit make them 

all for the use of his children?"  
-- Tecumseh, SHAWNEE 

The White Man's way is to possess, 
control, and divide. It has always 
been difficult for Indian people to 
understand this. There are certain 
things we cannot own that must be 

shared. The Land is one of these 
things. 

We do not own the Earth; the Earth 
owns us. Today, let us ponder the 

true relationship between the Earth 
and ourselves. 

 
Cultural Camp 
What do you do at a culture camp? 
We will explore native plants, 
tracking, survival skills and cultural 
arts, crafts, history and drumming.  
You get to sleep in a tipi under the 
stars, cook over the fire and more.  
We do the camp for individuals and 
groups. The camp can be held At 

Bud & Rona's 68 acre farm in South 
Dakota or Leon Carney’s Nature 
Preserve in Minnesota.  The South 
Dakota site is quiet and in the 
woods but you will have internet 
access and use of your phone and a 
modern toilet you can use.  The 
Nature Conserve is very primitive 
no toilet only an outhouse, no 
internet, no phone and no bath 
facilities you must also hike a ways 
to the site.  Now is the time to think 
about participating for next year 
please contact us with questions or 
contributions. 
 
Bud 605-595-5229  
Rona 605-376-5712 
 
Food & Health 
Gifts from Creator 
 
Each time we step outside we walk 
into a world filled with gifts from 
Creator.  Maybe it is time to really 
appreciate the gifts that Creator put 
here for us by learning more about 
the plants around you.   Obtaining 
an identification book or begin by 
taking a walk with a friend who 
knows the plants in your 
neighborhood.  Maybe start with 
some simpler plants like dandelion 
really get to know the plants, learn 
to identify them and eventually 
learn something about how they can 
be used.  If you take a closer look 
you may be really surprised at the 
bounty all around you.  The Earth 
our mother has many gifts to give if 
you take to time to learn and to 
truly see them.  

http://www.pipekeepers.org/
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Dandelions are native to Europe but 
have established themselves around 
the world.  They thrive everywhere 
including in your own garden.  It is a 
perennial herb whose leaves grow 
in clusters around the root crown 
and whose long tap roots exude a 
milky juice. 

The dandelion is both a food and a 
medicine.  Its leaves contain a 
number of nutrients including: iron, 
zinc, boron, calcium, silicon, and is 
especially high in potassium.  It is 
also high in vitamins A, B complex, 
C, and D. 

As a food you can add young 
dandelion leaves to salads, to stir 
fries, or pasta dishes.  It is best to 
pick the leaves from crowns that 
have not yet flowered because once 
the plant flowers the leaves become 
tougher and more bitter, though you 
can still eat them if you choose.  The 
root can be dried and then used as a 
coffee substitute.  The flowers have 
traditionally been used to make 
wine. 

As a medicine the dandelion plant 
has proved to be one of the safest 
and best diuretics because, unlike 
conventional diuretics, it is 
extremely rich in potassium so that 
it replaces what the body loses 
through water 
elimination.   Dandelion is used as a 
liver and kidney tonic, a digestive 
stimulant, and is considered a 
remedy for high blood 
pressure.   The latex contained in 
the leaves and stalks is used to 
remove corns. 

Every part of the plant is safe to use. 
To prepare roasted dandelion root 
coffee, wash, cut, and grind the roots 
in a food processor. Spread the 
ground roots onto a baking sheet, 
and bake them at 275°F for about 2 
hours. Open the oven occasionally to 
stir the roots and allow the moisture 
to escape! Once the roots have dried 
and roasted to a dark brown, they’re 
ready for brewing! Adding about a 

tablespoon to a cup of your desired 
coffee makes a tasty, unique, 
roasted dandelion brew. 

Sassafras Albidum:  
Root beer used to taste a lot better, 
a whole lot better. Why? 

Because it used to be made from the 
Sassafras tree. Nowadays the root 
beer flavor is concocted from 
“artificial ingredients.” Why? 

 

Dried leaves are gound to make “file” 
Because some researchers force fed 
some lab rats excessive amounts of 
sassafras oil —safrole — and they 
got ill.  That people didn’t get ill 
from drinking root beer was 
irrelevant. Safrole was ordered off 
the market and the state of 
Louisiana nearly left the union. One 
can’t have file gumbo 
without file (fee-LAY) and filecomes 
from the sassafras tree (Sassafras 
albidum.) A compromise was 
reached with the gumbo foes:  The 
leaves have barely if any safrole 
(SAFF-roll) in them so file was 
allowed but nearly all other 
consumed uses of the sassafras tree 
were out. 

In all fairness, safrole is a strong oil 
— also found in the yellow anise 
tree and the camphor tree. 

The usual given range is 
Massachusetts south to central 
Florida, west to Iowa and Texas. 
Locally — Central Florida  

If you tear or crush sassafras leaves, 
they smell like root beer. You can 
make tea from the leaves by pouring 

boiling water over a small handful 
and letting them seep off heat for a 
few minutes, straining out the 
leaves. The roots of a young sapling 
make a better tea. It also makes a 
great jelly. Brew three strong cups 
and follow the Sure Jell recipe. 
Incidentally, the sassafras fruit 
resembles a blue berry in a red cup. 
It is NOT edible. The sassafras is 
nearly unique among trees by 
having different shaped leaves on 
the same tree: Right-hand “mittens,” 
left-hand “mittens” and double-
thumb “mittens.’ On rare occasion, 
there will be a full glove leaf with 
five lobes. The leaves have no teeth. 
The only other “edible” tree that can 
claim different shaped leaves on the 
same tree is the Mulberry, but those 
leaves have teeth. 

Cut small branches from the tree in 
the fall when the leaves are starting 
to turn color. Wash them with 
water, a spray from a garden hose 
will do. Hang them to dry in a cool, 
dark place, at least out of the sun. 
Sun drying will fade the 
leaves.  When dry remove leaves 
from the branches, and if you want, 
the stems from the leaves.  Crush 
the leaves by hand. Put in a blender 
in small batches and blend until a 
powder.  Sift the powder to get out 
any large pieces and store in a well-
sealed container. A little goes a long 
way. 

Sassafras Tea  
Ingredients 4 cups water 
5-6 sassafras roots  
 
Directions Bring to boil 4 cups of 
water, and then add roots  Continue 
to boil until water becomes red and 
the smell becomes very strong. 
 
http://eattheinvaders.org/blue-
plate-special-curly-dock/ 

When eating wild plants always be 
aware of the where they grow and 
whether or not the area has been 
sprayed with chemicals. Making 
food with wild greens can be fun. 
Camas made her first soup today 

http://eattheinvaders.org/blue-plate-special-curly-dock/
http://eattheinvaders.org/blue-plate-special-curly-dock/
http://eattheweeds.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/P1030893.jpg
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using wild plants we collected last 
night including dandelion greens, 
asparagus, and thistle. The soup was 
great! Here are some other ways to 
use wild plants. 

  
 1. Salad. Except for nettles, which 
must be cooked, any edible wild 
greens may be included in a salad. 
Try adding just a few different 
varieties at first to accustom 
yourself to their taste. If the ones 
you want don’t grow in your area, 
try the produce section of your local 
health-food store. 

2. Steamed greens. Rinse the greens 
well; put them in a pan with a few 
dashes of tamari, soy sauce or 
herbed vinegar. Cover and steam 
until tender. 

3. Green soup. Sauté a chopped 
onion and 1 teaspoon of curry 
powder in a bit of olive oil. Add 
three washed, chopped potatoes 
and 2 cups of washed, chopped 
greens. Add water and cook till the 
potatoes are tender. Puree most of 
the soup in a blender or with a hand 
mixer; leave the rest chunky to vary 
the texture. Salt to taste. 

4. Eggs Florentine. Put chopped 
greens in a skillet with a few 
tablespoons of cream cheese. Stir 
until the greens begin to cook. Make 
4 hollows in the greens; crack 4 eggs 
into each of these “nests.” Cover and 
cook till the eggs are done. Season 
with salt and perhaps a dash of hot 
sauce. 

5. Chip Dip. Blend clean, chopped 
greens (except nettles) into yogurt, 
sour cream, or tofu. Season with 
lemon, garlic, salt, and chopped 
toasted onion to make a dip. 

6. Substitute wild greens for spinach 
in lasagna, quiche, samosas, 
calzones and turnovers. 

7. Sauté greens with ginger and 
garlic until tender. Serve with rice. 

8. Sauce. Blend wild greens into 
mushroom sauce, in a cream sauce, 
or in a dairyless version made with 
rice milk or nut milk. 

9. Polenta. Sauté greens with garlic, 
tomatoes, onion, and green pepper; 
serve with polenta. 

10. Crepes. Fill crepes with greens; 
top with mushroom sauce. 

11. Stir Fry. Add greens at the last 
few minutes of cooking a stir-fry 
with onions, carrots, and other 
vegetables. 

12. Soufflé. Try a soufflé with wild 
greens. 

13. Green Loaf. Mix two cups of 
chopped greens with 2 cups of 
leftover rice, a half-cup of sautéed 
onions, and a few tablespoons of 
sunflower seeds. Bake in a loaf pan 
at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. 

14. Cajun greens. Stir-fry the greens 
with onions and curry powder or a 
Cajun spice blend. 

15. Sandwich. Perk up sandwiches 
with raw wild greens (except 
nettles)—use them in place of 
lettuce. 

16. Pesto. Make a wild green pesto 
by blending 2 cups of wild greens, 
1/2 cup olive oil, 2 cloves of garlic 
and 1/2 teaspoon salt. (This even 
works with raw nettles!) Add 1/2 
cup pine nuts before serving over 
pasta or on crackers. 

http://www.motherearthliving.com
/…/edible-wild-greens-recip… 

 

 
 
Politeness 
Luther Standing Bear was an Oglala 
Lakota Sioux Chief who, among a 
few rare others such as Charles 
Eastman, Black Elk and Gertrude 
Bonninoccupied the rift between 

the way of life of the Indigenous 
people of the Great Plains before, 
and during, the arrival and 
subsequent spread of the European 
pioneers. Raised in the traditions of 
his people until the age of eleven, he 
was then educated at the Carlisle 
Indian Industrial Boarding School 
of Pennsylvania, where he learned 
the English language and way of life. 
(Though a National Historical 
Landmark, Carlisle remains a place 
of controversy in Native circles.) 

Like his above mentioned 
contemporaries, however, his native 
roots were deep, leaving him in the 
unique position of being a conduit 
between cultures. Though his 
movement through the white man’s 
world was not without “success” — 
he had numerous movie roles in 
Hollywood — his enduring legacy 
was the protection of the way of life 
of his people. 

By the time of his death he had 
published 4 books and had become 
a leader at the forefront of the 
progressive movement aimed at 
preserving Native American 
heritage and sovereignty, coming to 
be known as a strong voice in the 
education of the white man as to the 
Native American way of life. Here, 
then, are 10 quotes from the great 
Sioux Indian Chief known 
as Standing Bear that will be sure 
to disturb much of what you think 
you know about “modern” culture.

 

1) Praise, flattery, exaggerated 
manners and fine, high-sounding 
words were no part of Lakota 
politeness. Excessive manners were 
put down as insincere, and the 
constant talker was considered rude 
and thoughtless. Conversation was 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Feattheinvaders.org%2Fblue-plate-special-curly-dock%2F&h=ZAQEUcYiW&enc=AZMte5DdsIeC_GYgOnc2plBQnuty2uI1oXPofjFD3pKIF_cY-7l_2VfMFS9s2JKa3wpI6I6gfjuv5hskX3oAF0qraqafCXJuzyNmQxmi5GEv3TPGfKhgTgBZ-M2nmeGdkqfmHvKOxGNhZcL5p9-UhkksP8GF4C25ansypqqLHa257JPZRc-JoCiSPoCdQQhQcoszZWpL5qRY22wI5UJ5XpD1wwf1B3l3fAe2tbpVjP077MHQjGwKv9iPVRNPhmyH2oI&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Feattheinvaders.org%2Fblue-plate-special-curly-dock%2F&h=ZAQEUcYiW&enc=AZMte5DdsIeC_GYgOnc2plBQnuty2uI1oXPofjFD3pKIF_cY-7l_2VfMFS9s2JKa3wpI6I6gfjuv5hskX3oAF0qraqafCXJuzyNmQxmi5GEv3TPGfKhgTgBZ-M2nmeGdkqfmHvKOxGNhZcL5p9-UhkksP8GF4C25ansypqqLHa257JPZRc-JoCiSPoCdQQhQcoszZWpL5qRY22wI5UJ5XpD1wwf1B3l3fAe2tbpVjP077MHQjGwKv9iPVRNPhmyH2oI&s=1
http://www.motherearthliving.com/cooking-methods/edible-wild-greens-recipes.aspx
http://www.motherearthliving.com/cooking-methods/edible-wild-greens-recipes.aspx
http://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=luther+standing+bear
http://www.realfarmacy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/chief-quotes-question-everything.jpg
http://www.realfarmacy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/native-quote-1.jpg
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never begun at once, or in a hurried 
manner. 

2) Children were taught that true 
politeness was to be defined in 
actions rather than in words. They 
were never allowed to pass between 
the fire and the older person or a 
visitor, to speak while others were 
speaking, or to make fun of a 
crippled or disfigured person. If a 
child thoughtlessly tried to do so, a 
parent, in a quiet voice, immediately 
set him right. 

3) Silence was meaningful with 
the Lakota, and his granting a space 
of silence before talking was done in 
the practice of true politeness and 
regardful of the rule that ‘thought 
comes before speech.’…and in the 
midst of sorrow, sickness, death or 
misfortune of any kind, and in the 
presence of the notable and great, 
silence was the mark of respect… 
strict observance of this tenet of 
good behavior was the reason, no 
doubt, for his being given the false 
characterization by the white man 
of being a stoic. He has been judged 
to be dumb, stupid, indifferent, and 
unfeeling. 

4) We did not think of the great 
open plains, the beautiful rolling 
hills, the winding streams with 
tangled growth, as ‘wild’. Only to the 
white man was nature a ‘wilderness’ 
and only to him was it ‘infested’ 
with ‘wild’ animals and ‘savage’ 
people. To us it was tame. Earth was 
bountiful and we were surrounded 
with the blessings of the Great 
Mystery. 

5) With all creatures of the earth, 
sky and water was a real and active 
principle. In the animal and bird 
world there existed a brotherly 
feeling that kept the Lakota safe 
among them. And so close did some 
of the Lakotas come to their 
feathered and furred friends that in 
true brotherhood they spoke a 
common tongue. 

 

 
Reclaiming Our Roots 
Our Earthly Origins 
by Madisyn Taylor 

As we begin to see more clearly the 
people we come from, we can begin 
to alter our perception of who we 
are now. 

Some cultures are more rooted to 
the earth and connected to their 
inherent spirituality. But every one 
of us, even those of us who have 
been disconnected from our roots 
for hundreds of years, comes from a 
place that was once inhabited by 
people who worshipped and 
honored the earth on which they 
lived. In other words, we can all 
claim this wisdom as an essential 
part of who we are. 

One way we can begin to rediscover 
our roots is to explore the early 
earth-based religions practiced in 
the parts of the world that birthed 
our ancestors. If we explore the 
ancient spiritual practices of our 
ancestors, we will find that their 
practices and beliefs share many 
elements with Native American, 
African, and aboriginal religious 
traditions. People who are 
connected to the earth and honor 
her share a fundamental philosophy 
that we can claim as our own 
because we too are of the earth. 
Many of us have become so 
disconnected from the earth that it 
feels foreign and awkward to 
imagine communing with her or 
performing a ritual for her. If we are 
honest, though, we will find within 
ourselves a yearning to feel more 
connected, more grounded, and 
more at home in this world. This 
yearning can lead us back to our 
disowned roots, which, of course, 
leads us right into the heart of the 
earth. 

As we begin to see more clearly the 
people we come from, we can begin 
to alter our perception of who we 
are now, laying claim to our 

inherent relatedness to the earth. 
We might celebrate this by 
observing the ancient calendar of 
solstices and equinoxes, celebrating 
and honoring the cycle of the 
seasons as our ancestors did, or we 
might explore any one of the many 
earth-based practices through 
reading or participating in ritual. 
When we do these things, we tap 
back into our roots, finding 
nourishment at the wellspring of 
our earthly origins, the source we 
share with all of humanity. 

 
Pipemaking class June 2016 

Switzerland 

 
Pipemaking class May 2016 Fargo 

North Dakota 
 

 
Pipemkaing class Fon Du Lac june 

2015 
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History 

Haudenosaunee Recognized by 
Congress - Resolution 
Acknowledges Contributions to 
the Constitution 

Did you know that the foundation of 
the United States Constitution 
comes from the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy? 

H. Con. Res. 331 was passed in 
October 1988 to acknowledge the 
contribution of the Iroquois 
Confederacy of Nations to the 
development of the United States 
Constitution, and to reaffirm the 
continuing government-to-
government relationship between 
Indian tribes and the United States 
established in the Constitution. 

Congress, on the occasion of the 
200th anniversary of the signing of 
the United States Constitution, 
"acknowledged the historical debt 
which this Republic of the United 
States of America owes to the 
Iroquois Confederacy and other 
Indian Nations for their 
demonstration of enlightened, 
democratic principles of 
government and their example of a 
free association of independent 
Indian Nations." 

Here is the wording of H. Con. Res. 
331: 

"To acknowledge the contribution of 
the Iroquois Confederacy of Nations 
to the development of the United 
States Constitution and to reaffirm 
the continuing government-to-
government relationship between 
Indian tribes and the United States 
established in the Constitution. 

Whereas, the original framers of the 
constitution, including most notably, 
George Washington and Benjamin 
Franklin, are known to have greatly 
admired the concepts, principles 
and government practices of the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois 
Confederacy; and 

Whereas, the Confederation of the 
original thirteen colonies into one 
Republic was explicitly modeled 
upon the Iroquois Confederacy as 
were many of the democratic 
principles which were incorporated 
into the Constitution itself; and, 

Whereas, since the formation of the 
United States, the Congress has 
recognized the sovereign status of 
Indian Tribes, and has, through the 
exercise of powers reserved to the 
Federal Government in the 
Commerce Clause of the 
Constitution (art. I, s8, cl.3), dealt 
with Indian tribes on a government-
to-government basis and has, 
through the Treaty Clause (art.II, s2, 
cl.2), entered into 370 treaties with 
Indian tribal nations; and, 

Whereas from the first treaty 
entered into with an Indian nation, 
the treaty with the Delaware 
Indians of Sept. 17, 1778, and 
thereafter in every Indian Treaty 
until the cessation of treaty-making 
in 1871, the Congress has assumed a 
trust responsibility and obligation 
to Indian Tribes and their members 
to "exercise the utmost good faith in 
dealings with the Indians" as 
provided for the Northwest 
Ordinance of 1987 (I Stat.50); and 

Whereas, Congress has consistently 
reaffirmed these fundamental 
policies over the past 200 years 
through legislation specifically 
designed to honor this special 
relationship; and, 

Whereas, the judicial system of the 
United States has consistently 
recognized and reaffirmed this 
special relationship; 

Now, therefore be it Resolved by the 
Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States 
in Congress assembled, that: 

1) The Congress, on the occasion of 
the 200th anniversary of the signing 
of the United States Constitution, 
acknowledges the historical debt 
which this Republic of the United 
States of America owes to the 

Iroquois Confederacy and other 
Indian Nations for their 
demonstration of enlightened, 
democratic principles of 
government and their example of a 
free association of independent 
Indian Nations; 

2) The Congress also hereby 
reaffirms the constitutionally 
recognized government-to-
government relationship with 
Indian Tribes which has historically 
been the cornerstone of this nation's 
official Indian Policy; 

3) The Congress specifically 
acknowledges and reaffirms the 
trust responsibility and obligation 
of the United States Government to 
Indian Tribes, including Alaska 
Natives, for their preservation, 
protection and enhancement, 
including the provision of health, 
education, social and economic 
assistance programs as necessary, 
to assist Tribes to perform their 
governmental responsibility to 
provide for the social and economic 
Well-being of their members and to 
preserve tribal cultural identity and 
heritage; and 

4) The Congress also acknowledges 
the need to exercise the utmost 
good faith in upholding its treaties 
with the various Tribes, as the 
Tribes understood them to be, and 
the duty of a great nation to uphold 
its legal and moral obligations for 
the benefit of all its citizens so that 
they and their posterity may also 
continue to enjoy the rights they 
have enshrined in the United States 
Constitution for time immemorial." 

See the resolution 
here: http://www.senate.gov/refere
nce/resources/pdf/hconres331.pdf 
For more, go 
to:  http://www.oneidaindiannation
.com/about/sovereignty/35808979.
html 

 
Vanished in Hiawatha 

Begun as a pork-barrel project by 
the federal government in the early 

http://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/hconres331.pdf
http://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/hconres331.pdf
http://www.oneidaindiannation.com/about/sovereignty/35808979.html
http://www.oneidaindiannation.com/about/sovereignty/35808979.html
http://www.oneidaindiannation.com/about/sovereignty/35808979.html
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1900s, the Canton Asylum for 
Insane Indians quickly became a 
dumping ground for inconvenient 
Indians. The federal institution in 
Canton, South Dakota, deprived 
many Native patients of their 
freedom without genuine cause, 
often requiring only the signature of 
a reservation agent. Only nine 
Native patients in the asylum’s 
history were committed by court 
order. Without interpreters, 
mental evaluations, or therapeutic 
programs, few patients recovered. 
But who cared about Indians and 
what went on in South Dakota? 

After three decades of complacency, 
both the superintendent and the city 
of Canton were surprised to 
discover that someone did care and 
that a bitter fight to shut the asylum 
down was about to begin. In this 
disturbing tale, Carla Joinson 
unravels the question of why this 
institution persisted for so many 
years. She also investigates the 
people who allowed Canton 
Asylum’s mismanagement to reach 
such staggering proportions and 
asks why its administrators and 
staff were so indifferent to the 
misery experienced by patients. 

Vanished in Hiawatha is the 
harrowing tale of the mistreatment 
of Native American patients at a 
notorious insane asylum whose 
history helps us to understand the 
broader mistreatment of Native 
peoples under forced federal 
assimilation in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 

 
Oh Great Spirit, 
Whose voice I hear in the winds, 
And whose breath gives life to all 
the world, 
Hear me! I am small and weak,  
I need your strength and wisdom. 

Let me walk in beauty,  
and make my eyes ever behold 
the red and purple sunset. 

Make my hands respect the things 
you have made, and my ears sharp  
to hear your voice. 

Make me wise so that I may 
understand the things you have 
taught my people. 

Let me learn the lessons you have 
hidden in every leaf and rock. 

I seek strength, not to be greater 
than my brothers and sisters, 
but to fight my greatest enemy – 
myself. 

So when life fades, as the fading 
sunset, my spirit may come to you 
without shame. 

The Myth of the Crane - Cherokee 

When most of the Cherokee people 
were moved to Oklahoma, they took 
the fire with them and have kept it 
burning for over 150 years. It is said 
that as long as that fire burns, there 
will always be Cherokee people. The 
people who remained in the Smoky 
Mountains have also kept the fire 
going. This myth is about the time 
before there were people, and the 
animals were in charge of the fire. 

Before there were humans, the 
animals had dances. They held 
dances once every month in order 
to help the seasons change. During 
these dances the animals made 
medicine, ate good food, said 
prayers, sang the songs, and danced 
around the fire. The dances would 
usually start late at night and last 
until morning. 
One time the animals realized it was 
time for a dance and nobody had 
prepared for it yet. Everybody tried 
to find someone to host the dance. 
They finally asked Bear. Bear said 
he wasn't prepared to host the 
dance but he would do the very best 
he could. " I don't have a place to 
have the dance yet," Bear said. "I 
don't have very much food. But I 
will try to find a place for the dance, 
and you may have all the food I can 
find." 
Bear went looking all through the 
woods. He was looking for a place 
level enough for the fire and for the 
others to come and dance. Finally, 
just in time, Bear found a place he 
thought would do. He shuffled 
around and around, beating down 

the brush so that the ground would 
be good for dancing. He put the fire 
in the center of that area. Bear 
found as much food as he could and 
put it out for the animals to share. "I 
have fixed a place for our dance," he 
said. "I could not find but just a little 
food. You are welcome to all I have 
found." 
The dance was indeed wonderful. 
The food ended up being more than 
enough. Everybody was pleased 
with the dance and they talked on 
and on about what a great time they 
were having. The only one who was 
not happy was the crane. 
In those days the crane had a strong, 
beautiful voice. It was so beautiful 
everyone could cry from happiness 
from just hearing it. Crane had long 
beautiful feathers all over his legs. 
When he danced the feathers 
swayed and swirled in the 
moonlight. He was used to the other 
animals' compliments about his 
voice and feathers during the 
dances. This time all anyone could 
talk about was how great the dance 
was which bear had prepared. 
"This dance is not so good, “Crane 
muttered under his breath. He 
griped about the food. He 
complained that the dance area was 
all downhill. "I have led all the 
beautiful songs. I have swayed and 
danced with my beautiful feathers 
moving all around the fire, but the 
others will only talk about how good 
this dance is." Crane waited until 
everyone was ready to go home. "I 
will host the next dance," he 
declared. 
Crane had a whole month to 
prepare for the dance. He found a 
level place. He got a big mess of 
food. He put the fire in a neat circle, 
on a big platform. He could hardly 
wait for the dance to begin. 
At the dance no one was talking 
about how neat everything was. No 
one mentioned how good the food 
tasted or remarked about how much 
food there was. Everybody was 
talking about everyday things. Crane 
was getting mad. He decided to lead 
the next dance. He danced around 
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the fire singing in his beautiful voice 
about how great the dance was. His 
beautiful feathers swayed in the 
moonlight one minute and glowed 
in the fire light the next minute. 
On the fourth time around the fire 
caught his beautiful leg feathers. 
They began to burn. Crane stood for 
a moment in shock. Then he did 
something he had never done 
before. He ran to the river and 
jumped in. He hoped the water 
would put out the fire. As the steam 
and smoke rose up to burn his 
throat Crane looked down. He 
picked up one leg and then the 
other. All his beautiful feathers were 
burned off. 
Everybody said, "Come on out of the 
water. The fire is out." But Crane 
was so ashamed of his long bare legs 
that he would not come out of the 
water. His beautiful voice was 
ruined by the smoke and the steam. 
Even today Crane stands in the 
water, and if he does make a sound 
it is a squawk. His legs still have no 
beautiful feathers. He did the dance 
around the fire for all the wrong 
reasons. He did not dance to help 
with the cycle of the seasons, not to 
make medicine to help others, and 
not to keep the fire going. Crane had 
simply forgotten that doing good 
things for other people is what 
keeps the fire going. He had danced 
for himself and no one else. 

 

 
 

 
Check out the online store if you do 
not see what you want email us or 

call we may have it in the store. 507-
825-3734 @ pipe@iw.net @ 

www.pipekeepers.org 
 

"I believe that being a medicine 
man, more than anything else, is a 
state of mind, a way of looking at 
and understanding this earth, a 

sense of what it is all about." 
-- Lame Deer, LAKOTA 

 

 
 

Membership 
Your membership fees help us do 
many things and since no one at 
Keepers gets paid all the money we 
get goes to keep things running, and 
to put on our gathering. 
Membership dues is due each year 
cash is the best way to pay your 
dues.. Everyone’s contribution 
makes a difference to the 
organization and each of its 
members.  Thanks for all you do! 
Members get 10% off in the gift 
shop and a newsletter 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Members 
Application & Renewal 

 
Name _______________________________ 
Address ________________________________ 
City,    _________________________________ 
 State & Zip ___________________________ 
Phone_________________________________ 
Email _________________________________ 
 
Please include dues & mail  
 
We have made some changes to the 
dues all members who use 
Electronic mailing of news letters 
will be $25.00 no matter where they 
live and all member who want their 
newsletters mailed will pay $50.00. 
 
Yearly membership  
(circle correct amount) 
 
 Associate & Voting  
   Support Silver Gold 
Email  $25         $50     $100 
Mailed     $50        $100   $200  
 
Lifetime Membership  
  Support Silver Gold 
Emailed $250. $500.  $1000. 
Mailed     $550 $1100. $2200. 
 
CC# __________________________ 
 
expire date ________________ 
 
Security code __________  
 

Signature 
 
For those who paying dues is a 
financial hardship we can accept 
trade of items which can be sold in 
the store or your time volunteering 
on one of our projects.  
 
Contact us about Trades 
 
Keepers of the Sacred Tradition of 
Pipemakers 
PO Box 24 
Pipestone, MN. 56164 
 
Pipe@iw.net 
www.pipekeepers.org 
 

http://www.pipekeepers.org/
mailto:Pipe@iw.net
http://www.pipekeepers.org/

